
K-5 Science Curriculum Adoption
8th Meeting, May 21st, 2018



Welcome!



OneNote Switch
If you are using the OneNote Desktop app, please close the current 
Notebook and open the new one (there is a link in your Inbox from 
Wednesday).

Make sure the Notebook you’re using                                                                                          
includes Meeting 8 in the Content                                                                   
Library. 

The old Notebook will be deleted                                                         
after today. 



Outcomes for Today

 Understand timeline for 2018-19 adoption committee work. 

 Refine rubrics for evaluating curriculum materials.

 Provide input on professional learning needs for 2018-19. 



Group Expectations/Norms
An open attitude/willingness to learn:

◦ Being open to learning about curriculum, instruction, and assessment

A professional work ethic that includes:

◦ Following through on the commitment to this work (monthly meetings, 
three year process)

◦ Speaking with respect and working collaboratively with colleagues

◦ Expressing opinions openly, honestly, and kindly

◦ Being solution-oriented

◦ Supports reasoning with evidence

Engaging fully in every meeting:

◦ Staying focused by not engaging in side conversations, email, or other 
work during meetings 

◦ Following and helping monitor group norms



Adoption Overview
PROCESS, TIMELINE & TOOLS



Committee Purpose
To make a recommendation for the adoption of new K-5 science 
curriculum by Spring 2019.

▪ Year 1: LEARN
▪ Engage in shared learning around effective science instruction based on 

current research and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

▪ Lead learning activities in buildings. 

▪ Develop/refine screening tools for evaluating curricula. 

▪ Year 2: EVALUATE
▪ Use screening tools to evaluate curriculum materials. 

▪ Pilot materials in classroom.

▪ Make recommendation to the Board. 

▪ Year 3: IMPLEMENT
▪ Advisory role to support successful implementation of new curriculum.



Adoption Timeline

http://portalnew.lwsd.org/LWSDDocuments/K-5%20NGSS%20Timeline.pdf

http://portalnew.lwsd.org/LWSDDocuments/K-5 NGSS Timeline.pdf


2018-19 Adoption Work

SeptDec

1. Use Rubrics to Evaluate Materials

2. Vote to Select Top Two Programs

JanMar

3. Pilot Materials

4. Teacher, Student & Community Input

5. Vote to Select Recommended Program

AprJun

6. IMC Review & Board Recommendation

7. Plan for Implementation 2019-20



Evaluation Tools (Rubrics)

Round 1    
(all programs)

Standards 
Alignment

Effective 
Practice

Round 2            
(select programs)

Assessment
Digital 

Resources
Organization 

& Design



Rubric Data



Programs for Consideration
Amplify

Carolina STC (Smithsonian)

Engineering is Elementary

FOSS

McGraw Hill Inspire Science

Mystery Science

STEMscopes

TCI

Others?



Rubric Overview



Rubric Background
• Five District Rubrics:

1. Standards Alignment

2. Effective Practice

3. Assessment 

4. Digital Tools

5. Organization & Design

• Rubrics Refined by Each Adoption Committee
• Use current research in subject area

• Consider committee interests 

• Refinement should be evidence-based



Initial Reflection

• Browse each draft rubric… 
• What do you notice?

• Any initial questions, concerns, wonderings? 

• Highlight/take notes directly on the rubrics. 



PEEC
By Achieve

Primary Evaluation of Essential Criteria for NGSS Instructional Materials Design

Intended to evaluate the NGSS design of instructional materials programs that span 
several grade levels (e.g. a K-5 elementary science program)

Three-stage process of evaluation:

1. PEEC Prescreen (quick look using select criteria to narrow scope)

2. Unit Evaluation (using EQuIP to verify thoroughness of NGSS design)

3. Program-Level Evaluation (broad look to evaluate NGSS innovations within the 
program)



5 NGSS Innovations
1. Making Sense of Phenomena and Designing Solutions to Problems. 

Making sense of phenomena or designing solutions to problems drives 
student learning. 

2. Three-Dimensional Learning. Student engagement in making sense of 
phenomena and designing solutions to problems requires student 
performances that integrate grade-appropriate elements of the Science and 
Engineering Practices (SEPs), Crosscutting Concepts (CCCs), and 
Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) in instruction and assessment. 

3. Building K–12 Progressions. Students’ three-dimensional learning 
experiences are designed and coordinated over time to ensure students 
build understanding of all three dimensions of the standards, nature of 
science concepts, and engineering as expected by the standards. 

4. Alignment with English Language Arts and Mathematics. Students 
engage in learning experiences with explicit connections to and alignment 
with English language arts (ELA) and mathematics standards. 

5. All Standards, All Students. Science instructional materials support 
equitable access to science education for all students



PEEC Criteria to Consider
Tools 1 & 5

EQuIP (intended for individual units rather than entire programs)



Committee Interests
Are our interests reflected in our rubrics?



Break (15 minutes)



Rubric Deep Dive

At each station…

1. Closely examine the rubric. 

2. Consider committee interests and the PEEC and EQuIP criteria. 

3. As a group, discuss wonderings, edits, additions, etc.

4. Record these on the poster paper at that station (if something has 
already been recorded, add a star to indicate you agree).

You will have approximately 20-30 minutes at each station.  



Lunch (one hour)



Rubric Refinement



Professional Learning
Time to discuss and record recommendations for…

1. Adoption Committee (this group)

2. New Cohort (a new group of learners, one rep per school)

3. Grade Level

4. In-Building

5. Administrators

6. Optional Sessions



Messaging
Review draft key messages for the end of the year…

Additions? 

Edits? 

Clarification needed?



Closure & Next Steps



Optional Summer Learning
Want to learn more about NGSS-aligned classroom assessment?

This book has been pushed out to each of you in OneNote. 



Reflection

Please complete a quick exit survey:

https://tinyurl.com/k5sci521

https://tinyurl.com/k5sci521


Thank You!

Thanks to all for your your hard work and dedication throughout this 
year!

Clock hour/credit half sheets are available. 

See you in September!


